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Sandra S. Yamate is the Chief Executive Officer of the Institute for Inclusion 
in the Legal Profession (“IILP”). IILP is a 501(c)3 organization dedicated to 
creating a more diverse and inclusive legal profession through its research 
and programs. Sandra is IILP’s subject-matter expert on diversity and 
inclusion and is responsible for all of its research and programming.  

 
After practicing law for ten years, Sandra served as the Executive Director of the Chicago 
Committee on Minorities in Large Law Firms and as the Director of the American Bar 
Association’s Commission on Racial and Ethnic Diversity in the Profession.  
 
Sandra has long been active in a variety of charitable causes. Currently, she serves as the Chair 
of the National Judicial College and is a member of the board of directors of the National 
Association of Women Lawyers.  
 
Sandra earned her JD from Harvard Law School and an AB in Political Science (cum laude) and 
History (magna cum laude) from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign where she was 
elected to Phi Beta Kappa. Sandra has written and spoken extensively on community 
engagement, diversity and inclusion, cultural competency, and multicultural issues. 
 
Sandra and her husband, Brian Witkowski, reside in Chicago with their two dogs, Cashew and 
Filbert. 


